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Jags the Border Collie gets his chance to be a
bomb-sniffing dog.

 DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 
– In a cavernous, closed 
department store the size of three 
football fields, Dianne 
SanLorenzo heaved a tennis ball. 
“Go, Jags, go,” she shouted, as a 
patch-eyed border collie sprinted 
across the shiny cement floor. 
 The exercise ended in 
laughter. Jags found the ball, but 
instead of returning it to its trainer, 
he settled into a crouch, as if 
guarding a flock of sheep.
 “Got to work on that one,” 
said Ms. SanLorenzo, a dog trainer 
at Southern Hills Kennels here. 
“He thinks he’s on a farm 
somewhere.”
 Jags is enrolled in a crash 
course to become a bomb sniffer. 
In this training, learning to pay 
attention to the ball is critical. In 
later lessons, the ball will be laced 
with the smells of explosive 
compounds and will be hidden–or 
thrown from various distances–to 
teach Jags to home in on aromas.
 

Normally, airports and police 
prefer breeds like the German 
Shepherd or the Belgian Malinois 
for this sort of duty. But the acute 
vigilance of the post-Sept. 11 era 
has created a sniffer-dog shortage. 
With everyone from the Federal 
Aviation Administration to 
cruise-ship operators clamoring 
for dogs, trained German 
Shepherds and Malinois are hard 
to find–and their ready-to-go 
Labrador retrievers and golden 
retrievers, two other pedigrees 
often favored for bomb, 
contraband and post-disaster 
sniffing.
 Larry Myers, an Auburn 
University dog researcher and 
consultant to the FAA, estimates 
that the government alone – 
including the military, the FAA, 
and the Department of Energy, 
which oversees nuclear power 
plants–wants to add about 10,000 
more sniffer dogs to the 8,000 it 
already employs.
 Dog brokers say that 
trained animals that would sell for 
$2,500 in normal times are going 
for as much as $13,000 now. Dr. 
Myers says well-trained German 

sheperds can bring as much as 
$20,000. The shortage is so acute, 
adds Dave Kontny, head of the 
FAA’s canine program, that the 
agency is about to launch its own 
breeding program. 
  In this environment, 
private concerns have been turning 
to breeds traditionally regarded as 
less suited to sniffing duty. One of 
their favorites is the border collie, 
an animal chiefly bred and still 
widely used to herd sheep and 
cattle. The fidgety, medium-size 
border collie, with its characteristic 
black-and-white coloring, weighs
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German Shepherds Are 
Preferred, But Trained 
Pooch Scarcity Opens Slots 
for Odd Breeds


