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Call about suspicious person leads to drug
arrest at Bel Air

 BEL AIR -- An anonymous 
call concerning a suspicious person 
led to the arrest of an Ohio man for 
possession of marijuana in Bel Air 
on Tuesday.
 Cleon Holness, 25, of 
Youngstown, currently is charged 
with possession of marijuana, 
possession of marijuana with intent 
to distribute and possession of 
marijuana with intent to distribute 
within a school zone, according to 
an Allegany County Combined 
Criminal Investigations Unit -- 
Narcotics Task Force spokesman.
 The spokesman said 
Holness' name, however, was not 
verified and his fingerprints were 
being checked by the FBI. He did 
 

say Holness also has ties to New 
York, Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia.
 The investigating officer 
said following the anonymous tip, 
which also alerted officers to a 
possible delivery, he contacted 
various carriers and learned an "Air 
Express" driver had a package to 
deliver to a vacant Bel Air home.
The task force's trained dog Ladd, 
pronounced lad-dee, was brought 
to the scene and "alerted" on the 
package.
 Investigators allowed the 
delivery to occur and then made a 
traffic stop in which they obtained 
six bags weighing a total of about 5 
kilograms,    or    11    pounds,   of 

marijuana, police said.
 Holness then was arrested 
about 11 a.m. and was to be taken 
to a bond hearing at district court 
on Tuesday evening.
 Following the arrest, 
investigators also recognized the 
efforts of the 19-month-old Ladd, 
who's only been with the task force 
since early summer. In that time, 
the dog has been involved in cases 
that resulted in the arrest of more 
than 20 people. Ladd was 
purchased through community and 
business donations.
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Ladd, a trained drug detection dog used by the Narcotics Task Force of the Allegany 
County Combined Criminal Investigations Unit, sits near plastic bags of marijuana 
police reportedly confiscated from an Ohio man. The bags were packed in the card-
board box at right. The dog has been trained to sit when he finds drugs.
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